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2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCoV) for K-12 Schools Q & A

February 6, 2020

1. What are Coronaviruses? Coronaviruses are a family of viruses that commonly circulate
throughout the world, including here in Connecticut. They cause illnesses ranging from the
common cold to more serious illnesses requiring hospitalization.

2. How serious is this virus and what are the range of symptoms? Reported illnesses due to
infection with 2019-nCoV have ranged from mild to severe. Symptoms have included fever,
cough and shortness of breath. While many patients have had mild illnesses, some patients
have been hospitalized and deaths have been reported in other countries.

3. How does this virus spread? Current information suggests that person-to-person spread is
occurring, although it is not clear how easily the virus spreads between people. The United
States reported the first confirmed instance of person-to-person spread with this virus on
January 30, 2020.

4. What is the incubation period for this virus? The CDC believes at this time that symptoms
of 2019-nCoV may appear between 2 and 14 days after exposure. This estimated range is
based on the incubation period of previously studied coronaviruses.

5. Should all persons returning from China with cold or flu-like symptoms be tested for
2019-nCoV infection? Laboratory testing for 2019-nCoV infection will only be done when
an ill traveler meets ALL of the CDC criteria for of Persons Under Investigation (PUI) for
2019-nCoV: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/clinical-criteria.htiTil.

6. What happens when people who have been in China return to the United States by air
travel? All people who spent time in mainland China within 14 days before arriving in the
United States land at one of eleven airports in the US (Bradley International Airport is not
one of these airports). In the airport they are asked questions about their travel and whether
they have been in contact with anyone with 2019-nCoV. They also have their temperature
taken and are asked about their health. People who have been in Hubei Province, China, or
are sick, are not allowed to eontinue to their final destinations. If they have not been in Hubei
Province and have no symptoms, they are given information about self-monitoring and they
are allowed to continue to their final destinations. For those who arrived on or after February
3, 2020, the health department at their destination is notified and will contact them to discuss
self-monitoring and other recommendations.

7. What should people who have returned from China do? In the guidance issued on
February 3, 2020, people who arrived in the United States on or after February 3, 2020 and
spent time in mainland China within the previous 14 days are recommended to:

a. Self-monitor their temperature and symptoms for 14 days after they left China.
This means they should take their temperature twice a day and watch for cough or
having difficulty breathing.






